God’s Providential Care Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)

“Five loaves and two fish are all we have here.” Then he said, “Bring them here to me,” and he ordered the crowds to sit down on the
grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, he said the blessing, broke the loaves, and gave them to the disci-
Dples, who in turn gave them to the crowds. They all ate and were satisfied, and they picked up the fragments left over—twelve wicker bas-
kets full. Matthew 14:17-20

In the Gospels of Matthew and Mark, there are two distinct miraculous feedings of large crowds. Today’s Gospel depicts the
first one, given primarily to Jewish people near the Sea of Galilee. Five thousand men (not counting women and children) were
fed from five loaves and two fish, resulting in twelve baskets left over. This feeding of the five thousand is notably the only mira-
cle of Jesus recorded in all four Gospels, underscoring its significance. Matthew and Mark also recount a second miraculous
feeding—this time of four thousand people—in the largely pagan region of the Decapolis, using seven loaves and a few fish,
with seven baskets left over.

This first miracle takes place within the context of Jesus’ sorrowful heart, as He mourns the death of His cousin, John the Bap-
tist. Jesus knew that John’s death occurred for the Father’s glory and according to His permissive will. Yet this divine perspec-
tive did not eliminate His human sorrow. Holy sorrow is a profound expression of love in the face of suffering.

Because Jesus’ love was perfect, His sorrow was genuine and deep. The depth of His sorrow is evident from His deliberate
choice to withdraw by boat to be alone, to fully embrace His grief. It is beautiful to note that Jesus’ divinity does not overshad-
ow or diminish His humanity. Rather, with divine love, He fully accepts John’s death, and with a genuinely human heart, He
properly mourns. In Jesus, humanity and divinity intertwine perfectly.

Upon disembarking, Jesus finds that a large crowd has followed Him on foot, anticipating His arrival, hungry for His teachings
and miracles. Here we encounter a second revelation of Jesus’ divinity shining through His humanity. Seeing the crowd and
perceiving their brokenness, sinfulness, and suffering, “his heart was moved with pity for them, and he cured their sick.” The
Greek word translated here as “pity” indicates a deeply felt, visceral compassion. This compassion, divine in origin, flows per-
fectly through Jesus’ sacred humanity. His compassionate gaze vividly reveals God’s merciful love: Jesus does not merely sym-
pathize; He acts decisively, healing the sick and alleviating their suffering. His divine love compels Him to act for the good of
His people.

The miracle itself recalls God’s providential care for the Israelites during their forty years in the desert, when manna appeared
each morning, providing sufficient food for each day. That miracle, coupled with today’s Gospel, teaches us a consistent truth:
God always provides for us when we turn to Him, seeking Him earnestly as the crowd did.

The multiplication of the loaves and fish also foreshadows the Eucharist, likely the reason it is recorded in all four Gospels. In
the Eucharist, God provides abundantly for our spiritual nourishment. When received with faith and trust in God’s providence,
Jesus’ Body and Blood nourishes every virtue within us, empowering us to flourish spiritually. The Eucharist prepares us for
eternal life, where we anticipate sharing in the eternal Wedding Banquet of Heaven—a perfect, everlasting celebration free
from all sin, sickness, and suffering.

Reflect today on Jesus’ tender care. He looks upon your needs with the same compassion He showed to the crowds in the
wilderness. Consider especially how He desires to feed you daily through the Most Holy Eucharist, the true Bread from Heaven.
Bring to Him whatever you have, even if it seems small or insufficient—your struggles, weariness, prayers, and hopes—and
trust that in His hands, they will be multiplied for the good of your soul and the souls of others. Let this miraculous feeding stir
within you a deeper faith in God’s providence and a more fervent desire for the Eucharist, where Christ Himself is our suste-
nance, our healing, and our foretaste of eternal joy.
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Holy Mass and Sacraments Schedule
Saturday Vigil Mass 4:00 pm English Mass

Sunday Mass: 9:00 am

Baptism and Holy Matrimony:

The family should be registered and active members at Mary,
Queen of Heaven Parish for a least three months prior to
Baptism or Holy Matrimony. Couples are engaged to marry
need to contact Fr. Semple at least four months prior to the
wedding date for marriage preparation.

Anointing of the Sick:
Please contact Father Semple 509-230-3785

. Parish Office:

M Please email or leave voice message.
Parish Office: 509-723-1459

Parish email:

stannemedicallake@gmail.com

Parish website: www.westplainscatholicparishes.org

Father Richard Semple Pastor
Father Peter Miller
Evie Noder, Office Admin- Parish Bookkeeper

Sacramental Emergencies — 509-230-3785 Welcome to Mary’ Queen of Heaven

Parish

To all visitors who are joining us
for worship today. May your
time with us be grace-filled and
may the Lord Jesus bless you
and your loved ones today and
every day.
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Father Semple, Pat Whipple, Janet Whipple, Dan-
ielle Treis, Casey Stamschror, Jason Merriman
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Finance Council
Father Semple Eric Hanson

Physical Address:: 200 W. Alder, Sprague, WA
99032

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 125, Medical Lake, WA
99022
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St Anne is in need for volunteers for: Thank you to the persons taking care of the out- Weekend Mass Schedule

Finance Council—meets quarterly, assist in | door church maintenance. It is greatly appreciat-

budging for the new year. Saturday Vlgll
Janitorial person (s) to clean weekly the 4:00pm El’lgliSh
Church, Hall and Rectory.

Sundays

Parish Council—needing 3 people in the

fall. Meetings are 2nd Tuesday on the 9:00 am - Latin

month at 6pm September—June
PRAYER CHAIN INTENTIONS
Money Counters—every other week for an

1-11/2 hrs.

can be emailed and kept anonymous if requested
or needed. Please call Pam Harper ~ 509-496-
9930 to request prayers. or email

Adventure awaits, don’t miss Mass. APP

Please contact the office We are deeply grateful for your outstanding generos- Store or https://masstimes.org

ity, which has resulted in 90.beautiful. quilts donated World wide use to locate Masses, Confessions, stanneprayer-
“The moment has come in which God asks the to da.te. To enhance these gifts fc.)r.chlldre.n at I.ocal Adoration wherever you go chain@vahoo.com
Holy Father to make, in union with all the  hospitals and food banks, the quilting ministry is col- “
bishops of the world, the consecration of Rus- lecting small stuffed animals and Beanie Babies to
sia to My Immaculate Heart.” attach to them. A donation box is available at the
back of the church. Thank you for your continued
kindness and dedication to this ministry . . .
THE “GOLDEN ARROW” PRAYER Please note: Mass Intensions take approximately 2
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time weeks to get processed and on the calendar. Please note
R . this when giving your stipends for Intensions.
Liturgical color: green
May the most hf)ly, most sacre:d, most Lectionary #112
adorable, most incomprehensible and
unutterable Name of God be always 26 Sunday Pro Populo
praised, blessed, loved, adored and Is 55:1-3 27 Monday Leonora Quinto
glorified in Heaven, on earth, and in Ps 145:8-9, 15-16, 17-18 28 Tuesday Laurie Quadracci
the hells, by all the creatures of God, 29 Wednesday Adolf Klein
and by the Sacred Heart of Our Lord Rom 8:35,37-39 30 Thursday  Adolf Klein
Jesus Christ in the Most Holy Sacra- Mt 14:13-21 31 Friday Adolf Klein
ment of the Altar. 1 Saturday Adolf Klein
2 Sunday All Souls In Purgatory
Gloria
Amen. Creed Mary, Queen of Heaven ... Pray for us!
St. Anne ... Pray for us!
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Starts: Aug 2nd St Clare Feastday Aug 11th Patron saint of eye disease, goldsmith, needleworkers
Starts: Aug 2nd St Philomena Feastday Aug 11th Patron saint of infants and youth

Starts: Aug 3rd St Jane Frances de Chantal Feastday Aug 12th Patron saint of forgotten people, in-

laws problems
Starts: Aug 4th Bl Fr Michael McGivney Feastday Aug 13th Patron saint of Knights of Columbus

Starts: Aug 5th St Maximilian Kolbe Feastday Aug 14th Patron saint of pro-life movement, political
prisoners

Starts: Aug 6th Assumption Feastday Aug 15th Patron saint of salvation, grace of a happy death
Starts: Aug 7th St. Rocco Feastday Aug 16th Patron saint of epidemics, plagues, skin diseases
Starts: Aug 8th Our Lady of Knock Feastday Aug 17th Patron saint of Ireland

Starts: Aug 9th St Helena Feastday Aug 18th Patron saint of difficult marriages, divorced men and
women

Starts: Aug 11th St Bernard of Clairvaux Feastday Aug 20th Patron saint of Cistercians, beekeepers,
candlemakers, Knights Templar

Starts: Aug 12th Pope St Pius X Feastday Aug 21st Patron saint of pilgrims, First Communicants

Starts: Aug 13th Our Lady of Monte Berico Feastday Aug 22nd Patron saint of overcoming plagues
and pandemics

Starts: Aug 13th Queenship of Mary Feastday Aug 22nd Patron saint of honoring Mary as Queen
Starts: Aug 14th St Rose of Lima Feastday Aug 23rd Patron saint chastity, embroiderers, lace makers

Starts: Aug 15th St Michael’s Lent Feastday Sept 30th Patron saint growing closer to God, to Our La-
dy and to St Michael

Starts: Aug 16th St Louis King of France Feastday Aug 25th Patron saint of France, Third Order of St.

Francis, barbers
Starts: Aug 17th Our Lady of Czestochowa Feastday Aug 26th Patron saint Poland

Starts: Aug 18th Lapsed Fallen Away Catholics Feastday Aug 27thPatron saint of those who have
lapsed from the practice of the Catholic Faith, and all who pray for their return to the sacraments

Starts: Aug 18th St Monica Feastday Aug 27thd Patron saint wives and abuse victims
Starts: Aug 19th St Augustine Feastday Aug 28thPatron saint brewers, printers, against tired eyes

Starts: Aug 22nd St Raymond Nonnatus Feastday Aug 31th Patron saint newborns, midwives, obste-
tricians,

Mary Queen'’s Calendar Aug 2026

“O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fires of hell. Lead all souls to Heaven, especially those who are most

in need of Thy mercy.”

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Mass 9:00 am The Transfig- | First Friday Vigil Mass
Latin uration of the )
Lord 4:00 pm
18th Sunday in
Ordinary Time
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Mass 9:00 am Vigil Mass
Latin 4:00 pm
19th Sunday in The Assumption
Ordinary Time
4 of the Blessed
Virgin Mary
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Mass 9:00 am Vigil Mass
Latin 4:00 pm
20th_Sunda:V in The Queenship pf
Ordinary Time -
the Blesses Virgin
Mary
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Mass 9:00 am Vigil Mass
Latin 4:00 pm

21th Sunday in
Ordinary Time

The Passion of
John the Baptist




