Family Life and the Holy Family

Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph (Year A)
Sunday within the Octave of Christmas (Or, if there is no Sunday, December 30)

When the magi had departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his
mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I tell you. Herod is going to search for the child to destroy him.” Joseph rose and took the
child and his mother by night and departed for Egypt. Matthew 2.13—14

Today we honor and ponder the family life of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. The love within their home exceeded that of any
other household, and the love within their family poured forth upon their extended family and wider community. Scripture
gives us limited details about the life of the Holy Family. What we do know is that from the very beginning, they suffered
through enormous challenges.

Mary’s pregnancy was the first challenge they faced. She conceived the Christ Child before she and Joseph lived together.
Though she knew how she conceived the Son of God, Joseph did not understand until the angel of the Lord appeared to him
in a dream. We can imagine that relatives and members of the community expressed their disapproval, given that the angel
of the Lord did not reveal the truth to everyone.

Jesus was born far away from their home, in the little town of Bethlehem, in a cave, where animals dwelt. Humble shepherds
were their first guests, and the magi from the East soon followed. Within a year or two after Jesus’ birth, this family had to
uproot from their home and flee to Egypt, find accommodations, and earn a living because Herod sought to kill the child
Jesus.

After Herod’s death, Joseph was instructed in two subsequent dreams that he could return to Israel and was to move his
family to the small and unremarkable village of Nazareth. Though Nazareth was not held in high esteem, it was within this
simple setting that Jesus was raised and learned the virtues of hard work, obedience, and humility. Nazareth, though over-
looked by the world, became the sacred ground where the Savior of the world was prepared for His mission. Finally, given
that Saint Joseph is not mentioned during the time that Jesus exercised His public ministry, it is commonly believed that
Jesus and His mother experienced the human sorrow of Joseph'’s earthly death.

Despite the hardships the Holy Family endured, the love in their home overshadowed every challenge, making their family
life a source of the utmost consolation and joy. Amidst the trials they faced, the Holy Family found joy, not in worldly com-
forts, but in their deep union with God and with each other. Their home was a sanctuary of love, prayer, and mutual support,
where God’s presence was always felt. How fascinating it will be one day, in Heaven, if God reveals to us the details about
the earthly and hidden life of the Holy Family. Though the angels witnessed their lives as they unfolded in time, we can hope
and imagine that God, in His goodness, will share these mysteries with the saints, revealing the true beauty of the Holy Fami-
ly’s earthly life together. Their conversations, interactions, charity, prayer, fun, work, and all that made up their family life will
be a source of eternal admiration and gratitude.

Reflect today on the Holy Family. Ask God to give you insight into their lives together. As you do, use any insights as a
source of inspiration for your own life and relationships with those closest to you. Though we will all fall short of the charity
that permeated the home of the Holy Family, we can work to imitate them by allowing God to increase our charity toward
one another. Through daily prayer, acts of sacrifice, and a commitment to love one another, we can create a family life that
reflects the holiness and unity of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph.

Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, Your family life was holy beyond imagination. In your daily interactions, Your love was
manifest and inspiring to each other and to Your relatives and friends. Please draw me into Your family life and teach me to love those
in my family so that we will become a stronger community of love. Jesus, I trust in You.

Mary, Queen of Heaven Parish
December 28th, 2025

The Holy Family of Jesus Mary and Joseph

Holy Mass and Sacraments Schedule
Sunday Mass: 10:30 am
12:30 pm English Mass

Reconciliation: Sundays at 12:00 am

Baptism and Holy Matrimony:
The family should be registered and active members at Mary,
Queen of Heaven Parish for a least three months prior to
Baptism or Holy Matrimony. Couples are engaged to marry
need to contact Fr. Ishida at least four months prior to the
wedding date for marriage preparation.

Anointing of the Sick:
Please contact Father Ishida.509-998-7093

Parish Office:
Please email or leave voice message.

Parish Staff:

Parish Office: 509-723-1459
Parish email:
stannemedicallake@gmail.com

Parish website: www.westplainscatholicparishes.org

Father Michael Ishida, Pastor

Father Peter Miller

Evie Noder, Office Admin- Parish Bookkeeper
Sacramental Emergencies — 509-998-7093

Pastoral Council
Father Ishida, Pat Whipple, Janet Whipple,,
Mario Cruz, Danielle Treis, Father Miller

Finance Council
Father Ishida, Eric Hanson

Physical Address:: 200 W. Alder, Sprague, WA
99032

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 125, Medical Lake, WA
99022
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Today's Feast: The Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, which is observed on the Sunday in
the Octave of Christmas (except when Nativity of the Lord [Christmas] falls on a Sunday, when it is moved to
December 30), is a new feast, added to the calendar by Pope Leo Xlll in 1893. The pope wanted to highlight
the importance of the Christian family and to point to the Holy Family as a model for all families to follow.
Mary and Joseph could not surround the newborn Jesus with material things: he was born in poverty, with,
as we sing in the carol, “no crib for his bed” ("Away in a Manger"). Yet what they had they lavished on Jesus:
love, tenderness, and care. Love transformed the stable, making it a source of light and hope, just as love can
transform every home, even the poorest, and make it a place where children can grow as Jesus did, in wis-
dom, love, and grace. In their mutual love and forbearance, in their patience in times of trial, and in their
total obedience to God’s will for them, the Holy Family shows us how to live together in peace.

The Relic Project

Save the date
March 1st 2026 — 4pm —Joachim Hall

St Anne’s is hosing The Relic Project to gather together for the
afternoon of March 1st, 2026. Plan on enjoying a afternoon of

conversation, refreshments and beverage. More information to

follow.

A

We @ love

having you as part of our flock

Keep in touch
With us via
email & text

Text the word westplains

Scan to join the
online community via
Mighty Networks

to the number 84576

Inquiring on the desire for persons to be-
come Eucharistic Ministers. Within our fami-
lies, parish, and community. Please leave a
message at the office 509 723 1459 or email
the parish office at StAnneMedcial-
Lake@gmail.com

Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph

Liturgical color: white
Lectionary #17

Sir 3:2-6, 12-14

Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5

Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17
Mt 2:13-15, 19-23

Gloria
Creed

PRAYER CHAIN INTENTIONS

can be emailed and kept anonymous if request-
ed or needed. Please call Pam Harper to re-
quest prayers. Call Pam @ 509-496-5930 or
email stanneprayerchain@yahoo.com

"Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in battle. Be our protection
against the wickedness and snares of the

Angelus Recite daily at 6 am, Noon, 6 pm
V/. The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary,
R/. And she conceived of the Holy Spirit. Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and
at the hour of our death. Amen.
V/. Behold the handmaid of the Lord,
R/. Be it done unto me according to your Word. Hail Mary...
V/. And the Word was made flesh,
R/. And dwelt among us. Hail Mary...
V/. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God,
R/. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. Let us pray. Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord,
your grace into our hearts: that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ your Son was made known by the mes-
sage of an Angel, may by his Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of his Resurrection. Through the same
Christ our Lord.
Amen

to get processed and on the calendar. Please note
this when giving your stipends for Intensions.

Please note: Mass Intensions take approximately 2 weeks

devil; May God rebuke him, we humbly
pray; And do thou, O Prince of the Heav-
enly Host, by the power of God, thrust

28 Sunday
29 Monday
30 Tuesday
1 Wednesday
1 Thursday

2 Friday
3

4

David Reisenauer t

Saturday
Sunday

Mary, Queen of Heaven ... Pray for us!
St. Anne ... Pray for us!

into hell Satan and all evil spirits who
wander through the world for the ruin of
souls. Amen."

“The priesthood is the love of

the heart of Jesus.”
St. John Vianney
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Starts: December 28th Magi in Anticipation of the Epiphany Feastday : January 6th Patron saint of Epiphany
Starts: December 28th St Adre Bessette Feastday : January 6th Patron saint of devotion to St Joseph

Starts: January 2nd Surrender Feastday :January 11th Patron saint of surrendering to God

Starts: January 5th Infant of Prague Feastday : January 14th Patron saint of getting out of debt, finances
Starts: January 8th Our Lady of Hope Feastday : January 17th Patron saint of Hope

Starts: January 11th St Sebastian Feastday : January 20th Patron saint of soldiers, athletes, difficult trails
Starts: January 12th St Agnes Feastday : January 21st Patron saint of young girls, purity,

Starts: January 14th St Marianne Cope Feastday : January 23rd Patron saint of lepers, outcasts HIV/AIDS
Starts: January 15th St Francis de Sales Feastday : January 24th Patron saint of Catholic press, deaf people, educators
Starts: January 18th St Angela Merici Feastday : January 27th Patron saint of sickness, handicapped people
Starts: January 19th Angelic Warfare Confraternity Feastday : January 28th Patron saint of purity, chastity
Starts: January 19th St Thomas Aquinas Feastday : January 28th Patron saint of student, universities

Starts: January 20th Respect Life Feastday : January 29th Patron saint unborn babies

Starts: January 22th St John Bosco Feastday : January 31 th Patron saint apprentices, schoolchildren

Starts: January 23th St Brigid of Ireland Feastday : February 1 st Patron saint babies, blacksmiths, boatmen

Starts: January 24th Our Lady of Good Success Feastday : January 29th Patron saint God’ triumph over evil

Mary Queen Calendar December 2025— January 2026

Prayer for Daily Neglects

Eternal Father, | offer Thee the Sacred Heart of Jesus, with all its Love, all its sufferings and all its merits.

First - To expiate all the sins | have committed this day and during all my life. Glory be to the Father and to the
Son...!

Second - To purify the good | have done badly this day and during all my life. Glory be to the Father and to the
Son...!

Third - To supply for the good | ought to have done and that | have neglected this day and during all my life. Glory
be to the Father...!

A Poor Clare nun, who had just died, appeared to her abbess, who was praying for her, and said to her, “l went
straight to heaven, for, by means of this prayer, recited every evening, | paid my debts.”

(This prayer is not meant to replace confession)

ACA goal of $3,847.00 has been met and exceeded to the amount of $5050.00. Thank you everyone for your assis-
tance in this effort.

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
28 29 30 31 1 2 3
Mass 10:30 am Vigil Mass 5 pm | Mass 9:00 am at | St Anne St Anne Vigil
Mass 12:30 at St Anne St Anne Mass 6:00 pm Mass @ 5:00
English New Years Day First Friday pm
Holy Family Mass 12:30 pm First Satur-
of Jesus Mary Mary Queen day Mass
and Joseph 9am
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Mass 10:30 am St Anne Vigil
Mass 12:30 Meass @ 5:00
English pm
The Epiphany
of the Lord
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Mass 10:30 am St Anne Vigil
Mass 12:30 Mass @ 5:00
English pm
The Baptism
of the Lord
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Mass 10:30 am St Anne Vigil
Mass 12:30 Mass @ 5:00
English pm
2nd Sunday
in Ordinary
Time




