An Indelible Spiritual Mark
The Baptism of the Lord Sunday after January 6 (Year A)

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. John tried to prevent him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you,
and yet you are coming to me?” Jesus said to him in reply, “Allow it now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he
allowed him. Matthew 3:13—15

John the Baptist was the last of the Old Testament prophets, entrusted with the mission to immediately prepare the way for
the Messiah. Today’s feast marks a pivotal transition from the Old Law to the New. Prior to Jesus’ baptism, John’s mission
was in full motion. With Jesus’ baptism, the mission of the Old Testament prophets is fulfilled, and the New Law of grace
begins.

Why did Jesus enter the waters of baptism? He was sinless and had no need of repentance. Yet, in His divine wisdom, Jesus
chose to be baptized to sanctify the waters, opening the gateway of grace for all who would follow. By entering the waters of
baptism, Jesus set a precedent. Every Christian who enters the waters of baptism meets our Lord there, sharing in His life of
grace.

As we reflect on Christ’s baptism today, we are invited to consider our own. Most of us were baptized as infants and have no
memory of the event. Others came to baptism later in life, fully aware of the grace they were receiving. Regardless of when it
occurred, baptism’s effects are profound and enduring. That singular moment of sanctification forever changed us, and its
transformative power remains active within us.

Through baptism, Jesus meets us under the waters. When baptism is performed by full immersion, it powerfully symbolizes
the reality of this encounter. We enter the waters of repentance, as John offered, but we emerge united with Christ. Just as
the Father’s voice declared at Jesus’ baptism, “You are my beloved Son...,” so too does the Father continually speak to us
after our baptism, affirming our identity as His beloved children. The Holy Spirit descends upon us, and we are offered every
gift of the Spirit, provided our hearts remain open.

»

Baptism occurs only once in our lives and imprints on our souls an “indelible spiritual mark (character)” (see Catechism of the
Catholic Church #1272 and 1274). This mark configures us to Christ and signifies our permanent belonging to Him and His
Church. It cannot be lost or removed, even by mortal sin. However, while this character endures forever, the state of sancti-
fying grace within our souls can be lost through mortal sin. In such cases, the grace of baptism is restored through the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation in which our souls are once again cleansed and brought back into full communion with God. Marked
as members of Christ’s Body, we are continually disposed to receive sanctifying grace through the other sacraments, as long
as we remain in a state of grace. Baptism accomplishes this disposition, enabling us to participate fully in the life of grace that
flows from Christ.

As we celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, reflect today on your own baptism. You are forever marked as a child
of God. You encountered our Lord under the waters of baptism, were cleansed of all sin, and were filled with sanctifying
grace. Though sin diminishes or even extinguishes that grace when it is mortal, the Sacrament of Reconciliation restores it,
and the Eucharist and other sacraments increase it. Always return to your baptismal grace, seeking to live out your identity
as God’s son or daughter, as this sacred mark intends.

My sanctifying Lord, through the waters of baptism, [ encountered You and received the abundant grace You bestowed upon me.
Please help me to keep my soul free from sin and to live with the true dignity of a child of God. Thank You for meeting me under those
waters. May [ remain with You, growing ever closer to You by the ongoing gift of all the Sacraments. Jesus, [ trust in You.
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Today's Feast:

The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord proclaims a theophany, a revelation or manifestation
of the divine Sonship of Jesus by his anointing and appointment to his messianic office. It
is the feast that proclaims the Baptism that elevates believers to the status of sons and
daughters of God.

We have met and exceeded the ACA goal !
$24,020.00 as of Monday 5th.

Thank you everyone for your assistance.

The Relic Project

Save the date
March 1st 2026 — 4pm —Joachim Hall

St Anne’s is hosing The Relic Project to gather together for the

afternoon of March 1st, 2026. Plan on enjoying a afternoon of
conversation, refreshments and beverage. More information to
follow.
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Welcome to St. Anne Parish To all visitors who are joining us for worship
today. May your time with us be grace-filled and may the Lord Jesus bless you
and your loved ones today and every day. Pax et Bonum (Peace & Happiness)

St. Anne Parish

Weekend Mass Schedule

Saturdays @ 5:00 pm—confession @ 4:30 pm
Sundays @ 9:00 am - confession @ 8:30 am

Daily Mass Schedule

Mondays & Fridays— 6:00 pm Mass
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays - 9:00 am Mass

ADORATION
Mondays & Fridays @ 5:00 pm;
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays—following Mass

CONFESSION
Mondays & Fridays @ 5:30 pm;
Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Sunday @ 8:30 am

St. Anne Events
Mondays

Al-Anon 5:30 Parish Hall

Wednesdays
Quilting Group @ 9:45 am in the Hall
AA 7pm Parish Hall
Thursdays
Choir @ 6:00 PM

Sundays
Fellowship after Mass

Please note: Mass Intensions take approximately 2
weeks to get processed and on the calendar. Please note
this when giving your stipends for Intensions.

Angelus Recite at daily at 6 am, Noon, 6 pm

V/. The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary,

R/. And she conceived of the Holy Spirit. Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now
and at the hour of our death. Amen.

V/. Behold the handmaid of the Lord,

R/. Be it done unto me according to your Word. Hail Mary...

V/. And the Word was made flesh,

R/. And dwelt among us. Hail Mary...

V/. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God,

R/. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. Let us pray. Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord,
your grace into our hearts: that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ your Son was made known by the
message of an Angel, may by his Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of his Resurrection. Through the
same Christ our Lord.

Amen

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
Liturgical color: white
Lectionary #21

Is 42:1-4, 6-7

Ps 29:1-2, 34, 3, 9-10
Acts 10:34-38

Mt 3:13-17

Gloria
Creed

11 Sunday

12 Monday

13 Tuesday
14 Wednesday
15 Thursday
16 Friday

17 Saturday
18 Sunday

Mary, Queen of Heaven ... Pray for us!
St. Anne ... Pray for us!

PRAYER CHAIN INTENTIONS

can be emailed and kept anonymous if re-
quested or needed. Please call Pam Harper
509-496-5930 to request prayers.

or email stanneprayer-
chain@yahoo.com
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The Holy Face of Jesus Novena was given by Jesus to Sister Marie de Saint-Pierre, a Carmel-
ite nun from Tours, France, to make reparation for the evils of atheists, Masons, and Catholics
who did not observe Sunday properly.

Shrove Tuesday, also known as Pancake Day, is the final day of feasting before the Christian
season of Lent begins, a time for confession ("shriving") and using up rich ingredients like but-
ter, eggs, and sugar by making pancakes, leading to celebrations in many countries with pa-
rades (Mardi Gras in French-speaking areas) and, famously, pancake feasts. It's observed by
various Christian denominations as a final indulgence before 40 days of fasting and reflection
leading to Easter, ending the celebratory Carnival season.
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February 1st St Jose Luis Sanchez del Rio Feastday February 10th Patron saint of persecuted Catholics, children
February 1st St Scholastica Feastday February 10th Patron saint of Benedictine women’s communities
February 2nd Our Lady of Lourdes Feastday February 11th Patron saint of protection from diseases, sick people
February 2nd St Abigail Feastday February 11th Patron saint of honeybees, beekeepers, ironworkers

February 5th St Valentine Feastday February 14th Patron saint of courtship, engagement, marriage

11th St Sebastian Feastday : January 20th Patron saint of soldiers, athletes, difficult trails

12th

14th St Marianne Cope Feastday : January 23rd Patron saint of lepers, outcasts HIV/AIDS
15th St Francis de Sales Feastday : January 24th Patron saint of Catholic press, deaf people, educators

18th St Angela Merici Feastday : January 27th Patron saint of sickness, handicapped people

19th
19th
20th
22th
23th
24th
25th
27th
29th

30th

St Agnes Feastday : January 21st Patron saint of young girls, purity,

Angelic Warfare Confraternity Feastday : January 28th Patron saint of purity, chastity
St Thomas Aquinas Feastday : January 28th Patron saint of student, universities
Respect Life Feastday : January 29th Patron saint unborn babies

St John Bosco Feastday : January 31st Patron saint apprentices, schoolchildren

St Brigid of Ireland Feastday : February 1st Patron saint babies, blacksmiths, boatmen
Our Lady of Good Success Feastday : February 2nd Patron saint God’ triumph over evil
St Blaise Feastday February 3rd Patron saint of throat illnesses

St Agatha Feastday February 5th Patron saint of breast cancer, nurses, sterility

Our Lady of Graces Feastday February 7th Patron saint of Diocese of Faenza

St Josephine Bakhita Feastday February 8th Patron saint of Sudan survivors od human trafficking

Holy Face of Jesus Novena

The Sunday 10 days before Shrove Tuesday

St. Anne’s Calendar January—February 2026

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday | Saturday
1 12 13 14 15 16 17
Mass 9:00 am Mass 6:00 pm | Mass 9:00 am | Mass 9:00 am Mass 9:00 am Mass 6:00 pm | Vigil Mass
_ . @ 5:00 pm
The Baptism of | Al-Anon 5:30 pm | Parish Council | Quilting 9:45
the Lord 6 pm
. AA 7 pm
Fellowship
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Mass 9:00 am Mass 6:00 pm Mass 9:00 am | Mass 9:00 am Mass 9:00 am Mass 6:00 pm | Vigil Mass
@ 5:00 pm
2nd Sunday of | Al-Anon 5:30 pm Quilting 9:45 | Day of Prayer for
Ordinary Time the Legal Protec-
. AA 7pm tion of Unborn
Fellowship Children
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Mass 9:00 am Mass 6:00 pm | Mass 9:00 am | Mass 9:00 am Mass 9:00 am Mass 6:00 pm | Vigil Mass
Lee Bruess T @ 5:00 pm
3rd Sunday of Quilting 9:45
Ordinary Time | Al-Anon 5:30 pm
. AA 7 pm
Fellowship
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Mass 9:00 am Mass 6:00 pm Mass 9:00 am | Mass 9:00 am Mass 9:00 am Mass 6:00 pm | First
First Friday Saturday
4th Sunday of | Al-Anon 5:30 pm Quilting 9:45 Mass 9 am
Ordinary Time | Presentation of
the Lord AA 7 pm Vigil Mass
Fellowship @ 5:00 pm




