The Epiphany of the Lord

January 6, or the first Sunday after January 1

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Herod, behold, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, say-
ing, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage.” When King Herod
heard this, he was greatly troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. Matthew 2:1—3

Why did God use a star to reveal the birth of the King of Kings to foreigners from the East? To Mary, Joseph, and even
the shepherds, God sent an angel to announce the Good News. But to the Magi, He chose to use a medium they un-
derstood—a star.

The Magi, originally a priestly caste from Persia, were skilled in astrology, astronomy, dream interpretation, and other
forms of wisdom and divination. The three Magi mentioned in Matthew’s Gospel were clearly experts in astrology,
carefully studying the night sky. On the night of Christ’s birth, they made an extraordinary discovery: a new star had
appeared in the sky. They knew it was a sign of great significance. According to their beliefs, the appearance of a new
star heralded the birth of a new king.

This star was not just a celestial phenomenon; it symbolized the light of Christ breaking into the world, guiding all na-
tions—Jew and Gentile alike—toward the Savior. Just as God drew humble Jewish shepherds to the newborn King,
He also drew representatives of the Gentiles to adore Him, for Jesus came to save all of humanity.

The divine initiative to include the Gentiles was not a new concept but a fulfillment of a promise made to Abraham:
“All the families of the earth will find blessing in you” (Genesis 12:3). The prophets and Psalms echo this theme, em-
phasizing that all nations will come to the Lord (see Isaiah 2:2-4; Psalm 67). In Jesus’ public ministry, we see His out-
reach to the Gentiles, a mission that continued in the early Church, as recorded in the Acts of the Apostles. At the time
of Jesus’ birth, however, the Jewish emphasis was primarily on being the chosen people. The story of the Epiphany
reveals God’s universal call to holiness from the very beginning of Jesus’ life, establishing that His mission was for all
people, not just for Israel.

Because of this universal call to holiness, we who believe in Christ and live our Catholic faith must avoid becoming

isolated or insular, creating a small, self-contained world. Instead, we are called to live our faith in a way that is wel-
coming to all and engaged with the broader world, reflecting the universal mission of the Church. Being Catholic is not
merely a cultural heritage; it is the spiritual means of eternal salvation that everyone needs. The word “epiphany”
means “manifestation,” and Christ must be made manifest to all, becoming the King of every soul.

As we celebrate the Epiphany, be open to the ways God might want to use you to share the light of faith with those
who are not yet faithful Catholics. We must be like the star of Bethlehem, drawing others to Christ in ways they can
understand and accept. This is best accomplished when we place ourselves at God’s service, ready to be used as in-
struments of His grace. God alone knows how to draw all people to Himself, and when we offer ourselves to His ser-
vice, He will inspire us and use us to be that shining light, guiding others out of darkness and into His marvelous light.

My Lord and Light of the World, You desire to shine brightly for all to see, so that all may be drawn to You, the one and only
Savior of all. Please use me as You will, to be like that star over Bethlehem. Give me wisdom, love, and courage to shine brightly,
radiating Your light for all to see. Jesus, I trust in You.
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Today's Solemnity:

Today we celebrate that the child born in the darkness of night in a lowly manger is revealed as the manifes-
tation (the meaning of “epiphany”) of God. Christ is revealed in many ways: as Lord, as King, as the one in
whom God is present and acts. All of these manifestations are “lights” that shine on Christ, revealing a deep-
er understanding of who he is. All the readings for today reveal, in a way, a different manifestation of who
Christ is for all who believe. Traditionally, three events in the life of Christ are remembered today as manifes-
tations of God’s presence and action through Christ: the visit of the Magi, the wedding feast of Cana, and the
baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River.

The Relic Project

Save the date
March 1st 2026 — 4pm —Joachim Hall

St Anne’s is hosing The Relic Project to gather together for the
afternoon of March 1st, 2026. Plan on enjoying a afternoon of

conversation, refreshments and beverage. More information to
follow.

A

We @love

having you as part of our flock

Keep in touch
with us via
email & text

Text the word westplains

Scan to join the
online community via
Mighty Networks

fo the number 84576

Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord
Liturgical color: white
Lectionary #20

[s 60:1-6

Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13
Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6

Mt 2:1-12

Gloria
Creed

Inquiring on the desire for persons to be-
come Eucharistic Ministers. Within our

families, parish, and community. Please
leave a message at the office 509 723 1459
or email the parish office at StAnneMedcial-
Lake@gmail.com

Angelus Recite daily at 6 am, Noon, 6 pm
V/. The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary,
R/. And she conceived of the Holy Spirit. Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now and
at the hour of our death. Amen.
V/. Behold the handmaid of the Lord,
R/. Be it done unto me according to your Word. Hail Mary...
V/. And the Word was made flesh,
R/. And dwelt among us. Hail Mary...
V/. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God,
R/. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. Let us pray. Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord,
your grace into our hearts: that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ your Son was made known by the mes-
sage of an Angel, may by his Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of his Resurrection. Through the same
Christ our Lord.
Amen

Please note: Mass Intensions take approximately 2 weeks
to get processed and on the calendar. Please note

this when giving your stipends for Intensions.

PRAYER CHAIN INTENTIONS

can be emailed and kept anonymous if request-
ed or needed. Please call Pam Harper to re-
quest prayers. Call Pam @ 509-496-5930 or
email stanneprayerchain@yahoo.com
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Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
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Mary, Queen of Heaven ... Pray for us!
St. Anne ... Pray for us!

"Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in battle. Be our protection
against the wickedness and snares of the
devil; May God rebuke him, we humbly
pray; And do thou, O Prince of the Heav-
enly Host, by the power of God, thrust
into hell Satan and all evil spirits who
wander through the world for the ruin of
souls. Amen."
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A Poor Clare nun, who had just died, appeared to her abbess, who was praying for her, and said to her, “l went
straight to heaven, for, by means of this prayer, recited every evening, | paid my debts.”
(This prayer is not meant to replace confession)




