
Parish Staff: 
Parish Office: 509-723-1459  
Parish email:   
stannemedicallake@gmail.com 
Parish website: www.westplainscatholicparishes.org 
 

Father Richard Semple Pastor 
Father Peter Miller 
Evie Noder, Office Admin- Parish Bookkeeper 
Sacramental Emergencies – 509-230-3785 
 

Pastoral Council  
Father Semple, Pat Whipple, Janet Whipple, Dan-
ielle Treis, Casey Stamschror, Jason Merriman 
 

Finance Council  
Father Semple Eric Hanson 
 

Physical Address::  200 W. Alder, Sprague, WA  
99032 
 

Mailing Address:   P.O. Box 125, Medical Lake, WA  
99022 
 

Holy Mass and Sacraments Schedule 
 Saturday Vigil Mass 4:00 pm English Mass  
 
Sunday Mass:  9:00 am 
   
Baptism and Holy Matrimony:   
The family should be registered and active members at Mary, 
Queen of Heaven Parish for a least three months prior to 
Baptism or Holy Matrimony. Couples are engaged to marry 
need to contact Fr. Semple at least four months prior to the 
wedding date for marriage preparation. 
 

Anointing of the Sick:   
Please contact Father Semple 509-230-3785 
 

Parish Office:  
Please email or leave voice message.  
 

 
A Priceless Discovery Awaits! 
 
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A) 
“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a field, which a person finds and hides again, and out of joy goes and 
sells all that he has and buys that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant searching for fine pearls. When he 
finds a pearl of great price, he goes and sells all that he has and buys it.” Matthew 13:44–46 
In the first parable above, a person unexpectedly discovers a treasure buried in a field. Imagine that you take a 
metal detector with you while on a hike, simply curious about what might lie beneath the soil. Suddenly, the detec-
tor gives a strong signal. Expecting perhaps a rusted can or an old nail, you begin to dig. But as your shovel strikes 
something solid, you uncover an old chest. With growing anticipation, you lift it from the earth and open it—only 
to find it brimming with ancient and priceless jewels, gold and silver coins, and other precious items of immense 
worth. 
In the second parable, the merchant is actively searching for a valuable pearl. He knows what he seeks and finally 
discovers one of exceptional worth—one that eclipses all others. In both cases, however, the response is the same: 
the man and the merchant each go and sell all they possess to obtain the treasure they have found. 
These parables pose two fundamental questions for each of us: 

Have I discovered the priceless treasure of the Kingdom of Heaven? 
If I have, am I willing to let go of everything else to attain it? 

Like the man who stumbles upon the buried treasure, many people encounter God’s grace in surprising ways—
through a moment of prayer, a profound experience at Mass, an act of charity, or even during suffering. Maybe 
those people were not actively seeking divine treasure, yet in a moment of providence, the veil is lifted, and the 
beauty of God’s Kingdom is revealed. Once they discover the treasure, their souls realize that nothing else com-
pares. From that point on, they are moved to reorient their entire lives to possess that treasure fully. 
The path of the merchant, by contrast, is that of the soul who longs for truth, beauty, and goodness, diligently seek-
ing them out. The one who searches might spend years studying, praying, yearning, and pursuing what is of eternal 
value. And then—finally—the “pearl” is found. Christ is discovered. The Gospel becomes clear. The longing is ful-
filled. Again, everything else is willingly surrendered for the sake of that one Pearl of great price—Jesus Christ. 
In both parables, the decision to sell all to gain the treasure is an easy choice. The discovery is so great that every-
thing else the person possesses pales in comparison. But how many people have truly made such a discovery? 
Many of us are like someone who learns of a buried treasure in a field and, out of curiosity, drives out to look—but 
spends little or no time searching. Or we are like a merchant who is informed of a rare and valuable pearl for sale 
far from home. Though interested, we note the length of the journey and abandon the thought. 
Though we may have heard about the glory of God’s Kingdom, unless we truly discover it, we will not see the val-
ue of attaining it at any cost. We will only be willing to sell all we have—to detach from every hindrance to grace, 
every sin, obsession, and distraction—if we make the initial discovery of the priceless nature of God’s Kingdom 
already present on earth and the fullness of His Kingdom that awaits us in Heaven. 
Reflect today on this invaluable treasure, waiting to be discovered. Consider where you are on that journey of dis-
covery. Have you heard about the priceless treasure of coming to know, love, and serve God? Have you read 
about the radical response made by many saints? Have you discovered God for yourself, through prayer and mo-
ments of profound enlightenment? If you have not, keep searching—the Kingdom is near. If you have made this 
discovery, then consider all your attachments, and willingly surrender them to God, acknowledging that nothing is 
too much to offer to our loving God in exchange for the untold riches of the life of grace to which we are called. 
My Lord and King, so often I seek the fleeting treasures of this world, including the illusion of treasures found in sin. Please 
open my eyes and help me to see You as You truly are—and to recognize the priceless value of Your Kingdom in my life. As 
I discover this Pearl of Great Price, grant me the courage and wisdom I need to surrender all that You ask of me, so that I 
may fully attain Your reign in my heart. Jesus, I trust in You. 

Mary, Queen of Heaven Parish 
July 26th 2026 

The 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

 

Welcome to Mary, Queen of Heaven 
Parish   

To all visitors who are joining us 
for worship today.  May your 

time with us be grace-filled and 
may the Lord Jesus bless you 

and your loved ones today and 
every day.  

mailto:stannemedicallake@gmail.com
http://www.westplainscatholicparishes.org
https://ref.ly/Matt%2013.44%E2%80%9346;rsvce?t=biblia


Please note: Mass Intensions take approximately 2 

weeks to get processed and on the calendar. Please note  
this when giving your stipends for Intensions. 

MASS INTENTIONS   

 19 
 20 
 21 
 22 
 23 
 24  
 25 
 26 

Sunday 
Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday 

Pro Populo 
 
Leonora Quinto 
Laurie Quadracci 
Steven Blakely 
Nelson Lim 
Cresencia Lim 
Pro Populo 

Mary, Queen of Heaven … Pray for us! 
 St. Anne … Pray for us! 

"Saint Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle. Be our protection 
against the wickedness and snares of 
the devil; May God rebuke him, we 
humbly pray; And do thou, O Prince 
of the Heavenly Host, by the power of 
God, thrust into hell Satan and all evil 
spirits who wander through the world 
for the ruin of souls. Amen." 

 
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Liturgical color: green 
Lectionary #109 
 
1 Kgs 3:5, 7–12  
Ps 119:57, 72, 76–77, 127–128, 129–130  
Rom 8:28–30  
Mt 13:44–52 or 13:44–46 
 
Gloria 

Adventure awaits, don’t  miss Mass. APP 

Store or https://masstimes.org 

World wide use to locate Masses, Confessions, 

Adoration wherever you go 

 

 

PRAYER CHAIN  INTENTIONS  

can be emailed and kept anonymous if requested 

or needed. Please call Pam Harper        509-496-

5930  to request prayers.  or email 

stanneprayer-

chain@yahoo.com  

 

Join us for St. Anne’s  

ANNUAL PARISH  

PICNIC! 

July 26th after 11 am Mass 

Please bring one of the following: Sides 
(fruit, vegetables, salads), Chips, Des-

serts, family friendly beverage 

St Anne has a need for  the following  

Finance committee—needs one person, meets 

quarterly, assist in budging for the new year. 

Janitorial person (s)  to clean weekly the Church, 

Hall and Rectory.   

Parish Council is seeking  3 new members for the 

fall of 2026 

 

Please email the office at  

STANNEMEDICALLAKE@GMAIL.COM 

Weekend Mass Schedule 

Saturday Vigil  

4:00pm English 

Sundays   

9:00 am - Latin 

 

mailto:stanneprayerchain@yahoo.com
mailto:stanneprayerchain@yahoo.com

