Receiving and Expressing Love Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)

Jesus said to his apostles: “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more
than me is not worthy of me,; and whoever does not take up his cross and follow after me is not worthy of me.” Matthew 10.37—38

When a scribe approached Jesus and asked Him which of the commandments was the greatest, He replied: “You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.” The second is this:
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” There is no other commandment greater than these” (Mark 12:30-31).

Today’s Gospel offers a similar teaching: We must love God above all else—even more than father, mother, son, or daughter.

By contrasting love for God with love for family, Jesus is not diminishing familial affection; rather, He is revealing that the
only way to truly love others is by loving God first.

Saint Thomas Aquinas teaches: “God must be loved above all things and before all others out of charity, for He is loved as
the source of happiness, whereas our neighbor is loved as one who shares in that happiness along with us” (Summa Theologi-
ae 11I-11, Q.26, A.2). In other words, God must be loved first because He is the ultimate cause and source of beatitude—the

only true happiness. Though we are called to love our families and our neighbors, Christian charity dictates that we love them

in relation to God—as fellow recipients of divine happiness.

One reason this Gospel is challenging is that our natural affections, though good, must be transformed by divine charity. It is
natural to love our parents and children—God designed us with these affections. Even animals instinctively care for their
offspring. But Jesus calls us to something higher: a love that is perfected by divine charity, transcending mere emotional at-
tachment or duty. His teaching does not negate natural love; rather, it purifies, elevates, and directs it toward the highest
good—God Himself.

When Jesus speaks of loving “father or mother” or “son or daughter” more than Him, He is addressing the inner conflict we
sometimes experience in our emotions. When natural affection is not transformed by spiritual charity, the love we offer an-
other can do more harm than good. Disordered affection replaces the ultimate gopod—God—with the lesser good of emo-
tional attachment and human consolation. The real danger arises when our loved ones stray from God'’s will, and we, out of
misguided affection, affirm them in their error, thereby confirming them in a state lacking true beatitude.

The foundation of true love is this: God alone is the source of perfect happiness, for us and for our loved ones. Our belief in
God transforms the way we love others. No longer do we merely seek their earthly comfort or emotional well-being; rather,
we direct them to the eternal Good—God Himself—who alone fulfills every longing.

When we love God first, all our relationships are purified. Instead of loving others with human affection alone, we love them
with the very love of God, seeking their ultimate good: eternal life in Him. This purified love does not exclude human affec-
tion; rather, it elevates and directs it, ensuring that our love is not merely sentimental but truly transformative through divine
charity.

Reflect today on those closest to you—those whom God calls you to love with the highest form of love. Are your affections
rightly ordered, or do they sometimes compete with the charity God desires to instill in you? If so, turn your heart to God.
Seek to love Him above all else. Let Him become the object of your deepest love and desire. When God is first, His love
will transform you from within, enabling you to love others not just with natural affection, but with the very love of Christ,
leading them to the eternal joy of union with Him.

Lord of perfect charity, Your love is pure, holy, and beyond all understanding—so vast, so encompassing, that I will never fathom its
depths. Draw me into this love, O Lord, that I may love You above all things. From that love, let the charity of Your Sacred Heart flow
through me to others, so that in loving them, I love You. Jesus, I trust in You.
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Daily prayers for priests
O Jesus, keep them all close to your heart.

O Jesus, | pray for your faithful and fervent
priests;

for your unfaithful and tepid priests;

for your priests laboring at home or abroad in
distant mission fields;

for your tempted priests;

for your lonely and desolate priests;

for your young priests;

for your dying priests;

for the souls of your priests in Purgatory.

But above all, | recommend to you the priests
dearest to me:

the priest who baptized me;

the priests who’ve absolved me from my sins;
the priests at whose Masses I've assisted and
who’ve given me Your Body and Blood in Holy
Communion;

the priests who've taught and instructed me;
all the priests to whom | am indebted in any
other way, especially

O Jesus, keep them all close to your heart,
and bless them abundantly in time and in eter-
nity.

Amen.

Let us all pray for the transition
of our Diocese Priests. St Anne’s
new priest is Fr. Richard Sem-
ple, and Fr Michael Ishida is
moving to Davenport.

Join us for St. Anne’s
ANNUAL PARISH
PICNIC!
Saturday, July 25

6:00 PM
Following 5:00 pm Vigil Mass

Please bring one of the following: Sides (fruit,
vegetables, salads), Chips, Desserts, family

Welcome to St. Anne Parish To all visitors who are joining us for worship
today. May your time with us be grace-filled and may the Lord Jesus bless you
and your loved ones today and every day. Pax et Bonum (Peace & Happiness)

St. Anne Parish

Weekend Mass Schedule

Saturdays @ 5:00 pm—confession @ 4:30 pm
Sundays @ 9:00 am - confession @ 8:30 am

Daily Mass Schedule

Mondays & Fridays— 6:00 pm Mass
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays - 9:00 am Mass

ADORATION
Mondays & Fridays @ 5:00 pm;
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays—following Mass

CONFESSION
Mondays & Fridays @ 5:30 pm;
Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Sunday @ 8:30 am

St. Anne Events
Mondays
Al-Anon 5:30 Parish Hall

Wednesdays
Quilting Group @ 9:45 am in the Hall

AA 7pm Parish Hall

Sundays

Music practice after mass
Fellowship of donuts after Mass

St Anne has a need for the following

Finance committee—meets quarterly, assist in budging for
the new year.

Janitorial person (s) to clean weekly the Church, Hall and
Rectory.

Parish Council is seeking new members for the fall of 2026
Please email the office at

STANNEMEDICALLAKE@GMAIL.COM

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Liturgical color: green
Lectionary #97

2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a

Ps 89:2-3, 16-17, 18-19
Rom 6:3—4, 8-11

Mt 10:37-42

Gloria
Creed

PRAYER CHAIN INTENTIONS

can

be emailed and kept anonymous if re-

quested or needed. Please call
Pam Harper 509-496-5930 to request pray-

ers.

or email stanneprayerchain@yahoo.com

Please note: Mass Intensions take approximately 2
weeks to get processed and on the calendar. Please note

this when giving your stipends for Intensions.

they are not forgotten”.

“For those who have no one to pray for them.
Accept my prayers dear Father, for those who have no one to love them enough to pray for them.

Where and whoever they are, give them a share of my blessings, and in thy love let them know that

Find Mass Times near you. Also Confessions or
Adoration while traveling away from St Anne.

In the APP Store or

https://masstimes.org
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22
23
24
25
26
27
28

Sunday Pro Populo
Monday Adolf Klien
Tuesday Adolf Klien
Wednesday Michael Blakely
Thursday Adolf Klien
Friday Christina McBee
Saturday

Sunday Pro Populo

Mary, Queen of Heaven ... Pray for us!
St. Anne ... Pray for us!
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June 28th St Mark Ji Tianxiang Feastday July 7th Patron saint of overcoming drug & alcohol addic-

June 30th Our Lady of Peace Feastday July 9th Patron saint of Peace
June 30th St Veronica Giuliani Feastday July 9th Patron saint of photographers, poor and sick
July 2nd St Benedict Feastday July 11th Patron saint of poison, curses, agricultural workers

July 3th Sts Louis and Zelis Martin Feastday July 12th Patron saint of illness, mental iliness, mar-

July 4h St Teresa of the Andes Feastday July 13th Patron saint of young people

July 5th St Camillus de Lellis Feastday July 14th Patron saint of sick, hospitals, nurses, doctors
July 5th St Kateri Feastday July 14th Patron saint of ecology, Native Americans, people in exile
July 7th Our Lady of Mt Carmel Feastday July 16th Patron saint of deliverance from purgatory
July 9th St Odilia Feastday July 18th Patron saint of good eyesight

July 13th St Mary Magdalene Feastday July 22th Patron saint of contemplative life, converts, peni-

tent sinners

Starts:
Starts:

Starts:

July 14th St Bridget of Sweden Feastday July 23rd Patron saint of Europe, widows, holy death
July 15th St Charbel Feastday July 24th Patron saint of miracles and hermits unofficially

July 15th St Christina the Astonishing Feastday July 24th Patron saint of Mental iliness, psychiatric

disorders
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July 16th St Christopher Feastday July 25th Patron saint of travelers, bachelors, transportation

July 16th St James the Greater Feastday July 25th Patron saint of Spain, pilgrims

July 17th St Anne Feastday July 26th Patron saint of mothers, grandmothers, unmarried women

July 16th Sts Joachim and Anne Feastday July 26th Patron saint of grandparents

July 19th Blessed Stanley Rother Feastday July 28th Patron saint of Indigenous Peoples

July 20th St Martha of Bethany Feastday July 29th Patron saint of servants, domestic workers,

July 21st Blessed Solanus Casey Feastday July 30th Patron saint of setbacks and apparent failures
July 22nd St Ignatius Loyola Feastday Aug 1st Patron saint of Jesuits, soldiers, educators

July 23rd St Alphonsus Liguori Feastday Aug 1st Patron saint of arthritis, lawyers, confessors

July 23rd One Year St Bridget of Sweden Feastday July 23 Patron saint of widows, holy death, Swe-

St. Anne’s Calendar June—July 2026

Thurs- :
Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday d Friday Saturday
ay
28 29 30 1 JULY 2 3 4
Mass 9:00 am Mass 6:00 pm Mass 9:00 am | Mass 9:00 am | Mass 9:00 | Mass | Vigil Mass @ 5:00
Quilting 9:45 am 6:00 pm | pm
13th Sunday in | Al-Anon 5:30 pm | FrIshida moves First First Saturday
Ordinary Time to Davenport AA 7 pm Friday 4Th of July
Doughnuts
5 6 7 8 9 10 1
Mass 9:00 am Mass 6:00 pm Mass 9:00 am Mass 9:00 am | Mass 9:00 Mass | Vigil Mass @ 5:00
Quilting 9:45 am 6:00 pm | pm
14th_Sunda_y in | Al-Anon 5:30 pm
Ordinary Time AA 7 pm
Doughnuts
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Mass 9:00 am Mass 6:00 pm Mass 9:00 am | Mass 9:00 am | Mass 9:00 | Mass | Vigil Mass @ 5:00
Quilting 9:45 am 6:00 pm | pm
15th_Sunday in | Al-Anon 5:30 pm
Ordinary Time AA 7 pm
Doughnuts
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Mass 9:00 am Mass 6:00 pm Mass 9:00 am | Mass 9:00 am | Mass 9:00 | Mass | Vigil Mass @ 5:00
Quilting 9:45 am 6:00 pm | pm
16th Sunday in | Al-Anon 5:30 pm Parish Picnic after
Ordinary Time AA 7 pm Mass
Doughnuts




